Abstract. The historical development of the socio-economic, environmental effects of the agglomerating process in the region of Miskolc has remained an unexplored area . The economic crisis and the signs of crisis present in the Miskolc agglomeration too have changed the attitudes of settlements towards agglomerating and suburbanizing processes . These changes also affect the suburbanizing processes in the Miskolc agglomeration, i .e . the intensity of suburbanization is decreasing . The suburbs of Miskolc have become more fragmented and polarized in terms of the society and economy . The geographical separation of high-and low-status suburbs proves the ever-increasing segregation within the metropolitan area .
I. Introduction
Most studies dealing with the socio-economic changes in the agglomerations of Hungary are primarily concerned with Budapest and its surroundings as well as with large cities (e.g. Győr, Pécs, etc.) and their neighbourhoods most strongly affected by dynamic economic growth. Hungarian geographers define differently the agglomerations of Hungarian cities in time and space; moreover, the special set of concepts used by different branches of science also results in different interpretations (e .g . Tímár 2006 , Nagy-Tímár 2010 . One of the biggest shortcomings of research produced over the past half century is that it has not explored properly the historical stages and characteristics of the agglomerating process in the Miskolc metropolitan area . With respect to the historical background, it is important to emphasize that the development of agglomerations in Hungary was not a sudden moment but rather a long development path (Tóth 2006) . One of the basic tasks of the historical research of agglomerations today is ActA Univ. SApientiAe, eUropeAn And regionAl StUdieS, 12 (2017) 5-24 DOI: 10 .1515 DOI: 10 . /auseur-2017 still to interpret this development path and examine those factors that have led to the development of agglomerations and determined their evolution .
There is no consensus among scientists regarding the starting date, dynamics, and stages of development of the agglomerating process around Miskolc (e .g . Tóth 2004 Kőszegfalvi 2006 , Kovács 2003 . The reasons behind this may include the different interpretations of the extensive (e .g . population growth, housing construction, the establishment of the basic infrastructure network) and the intensive stages (a contiguous, physically integrated area of settlements is created, and formerly autonomous settlements may merge together; the system of linear infrastructure intertwines and integrates the whole area of the agglomeration, etc .) of the agglomerating process . The different pieces of research so far have focused on a specific point in time and have not dealt with the changes of factors in time that resulted in agglomerating processes and the changes in the geographical extension of the Miskolc agglomeration .
The aim of my study is to present how the socio-economic development (from simple migration to intensive agglomerating processes) of the past half century has affected Miskolc and the settlements located within its narrower socioeconomic neighbourhood as well as the changes in vertical relationships and the horizontal extension of this settlement group (defined as agglomeration since 1970) . This process has resulted in the restructuring of the agglomeration around Miskolc in two phases and in the social, demographic, economic, and functional differentiation of settlements .
II. Formation of the Miskolc Agglomeration
Miskolc lies at the meeting point of the Bükk Mountains and the Cserehát (the Miskolc Gate and its broader surroundings), and geographical energies, economic geographical position, and urban structure have always determined local people's living environment . From the second half of the 19 th century, the development of the city accelerated and from the 1880s it became the centre of one of the fastest developing heavy industrial regions of historical Hungary . The city's population increased almost two and a half times between 1870 and 1910, and the surrounding settlements -which were formerly autonomous, but now they are part of Miskolc -also showed similar population dynamics ( Table 1) . The explosive population growth strongly correlated with the development of heavy industry . The Development Path of the Miskolc Agglomeration (1970 -2015 'Greater Miskolc' (1870 -1949 Source: edited by the author according to census data The role and position of Miskolc, whose relationships with settlements in southern Borsod were intensifying, fundamentally changed with the Treaty of Trianon . Before the Treaty of Trianon, Miskolc was the 12 th most populous city in historical Hungary, whereas after the treaty it became the 6 th one . Miskolc became the leading city (with no other competing cities such as Kosice) of the region, and it turned into the industrial, commercial, financial, and cultural centre of Northern Hungary .
Between the two world wars, the close relationships among Miskolc and the surrounding settlements were also reflected by the dynamic population growth. The population of the city together with that of Diósgyőr grew to over 100,000 as early as 1941 (Table 1) , and it was only a matter of time before the functionally integrated settlements would be merged through law ('Greater Miskolc') . The idea of creating 'Greater Miskolc' occurred as early as at the turn of the 19 th and the 20 th centuries, but it became reality only in 1945, when Diósgyőr, Hejőcsaba, and Tapolca (which was separated from Görömböly) were attached to Miskolc . The area and population of 'Greater Miskolc' increased further in 1950, when Görömböly, Hámor, and Szirma were also attached to its area; thus Miskolc became the second largest city in Hungary ( Table 1 
, Map 1) .
At the dawn of the Second World War, the intensity and depth of the socio-economic relationships probably reached the level what is called today 'settlement group' . Partly due to special circumstances, the precursors of the Miskolc agglomeration should primarily be investigated in this settlement group .
Source: edited by the author based on historical maps Map 1. Territorial expansion of Miskolc, changes in built-up areas (1773 Miskolc, changes in built-up areas ( -2015 After the Second World War, the primary goal of the fundamentally altered settlement policy was to establish the conditions for socialist industrialization at the level of settlements, but at the same time industrialization was also one of the most important tools of settlement development . In this respect, the development of Miskolc was prioritized and the city also received distinguished political attention . Research on Hungarian settlement groups and agglomerations (e .g . Fórizs 1967 , Perczel 1964 has shown that the concentration of socialist productive forces played the most important role in the formation of agglomerations . Margit Fórizs grouped 35 settlements into the Miskolc settlement group based on four factors (healthcare, secondary education, retailing, and industrial commuters) . The most striking features of this process for researchers investigating the extent of agglomerating in Hungary were rapid population growth and extensive commuting, although the intensity of these factors (especially of the former one) has significantly decreased since the end of the 1980s . Besides the geographical concentration of industrial production, the population and infrastructure development also supported the formation of agglomerations (Kőszegfalvi 1979) . When the proportion of industrial commuters was examined, it was found that in 1960 the number of commuters arriving in Miskolc was the second highest in Hungary after Budapest . At that time, the number of inbound commuters was 24,197 (24 .6%) , which added to the number of local workers in Miskolc (73, 918) , which means that there were almost 100,000 jobs in the second most populous city of Hungary (Table  2) . Meanwhile, the number of inbound commuters in the case of other Hungarian cities with a population over 100,000 was under 10,000 (e .g . the number of inbound commuters was 8,896 in Pécs, 8, 518 in Szeged, and 7,900 in Debrecen). The fact that more than 30 thousand (30,479) people migrated to Miskolc between 1949 and 1960 , which is the third highest number after Budapest (267,663 people) and Pécs (30, 596 people) , well illustrates the extent of the population concentration. The regional gravity intensity of Miskolc is shown by the fact that 48.3% of inmigrants arrived from the county (Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén), 27.5% arrived from neighbouring counties, 15.3% from other counties, and 8.9% from Budapest.
The above data unambiguously suggest that by 1960 Miskolc had fulfilled the criteria for the first stage of the agglomerating process (developing functional relationships among settlements such as commuting between the place of residence and work), i .e . it is evident that Miskolc and the surrounding settlements together had become an agglomerating region . The basis for further development was created by the socialist socio-economic policy, which started in the 1960s and evolved in the 1970s (such as collectivization, industrial development, investments in infrastructure, etc .), as well as by political conditions (e .g . new economic mechanism etc .) and by the National Settlement Network Development Concept (1971) .
III. The Development of the Miskolc Agglomeration (1970-1990)
During the second stage of the agglomerating process, settlements interlock in space (Enyedi 1984 , Tóth 1988 , 2004 ) and later they coalesce (e .g . a common infrastructure network is established; a contiguous, physically integrated settlement area emerges, etc .) . We can speak about an agglomeration when functional and spatial relationships are well established . In this respect, at the end of the 1970s, only the agglomerations of Budapest and Miskolc were regarded as fully developed in Hungary (Kőszegfalvi 1979 , Süli-Zakar 1985 , Tóth 1988 . Several pieces of research have been conducted on the agglomerative gravity intensity of Miskolc and the surrounding settlements, some of them (e .g . Koleszár 1980 , Lukács-Perger 1975 , Süli-Zakar 1985 focusing on a central issue (e .g . demographics, labour force commuting, retail gravity zones, etc .), while another group of researchers identified the area of the Miskolc agglomeration according to complex indicators (e .g . Szántó 1979 , Süli-Zakar 1989 . Lukács and Perger (1975) identified the Miskolc agglomeration on the basis of 23 indicators (e.g. concentration of productive forces, population and supply of services, etc .) . They grouped those settlements into the agglomeration whose indicators were the closest to those of Miskolc, used as a benchmark, while the minimum was represented by the average of the villages in Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén County. After the weighing of the indicators, they set up three categories (outer, middle, and inner zone) that simultaneously indicated gravity intensity .
Being an industrial centre, Miskolc concentrated a great number of productive forces, which was a fundamental prerequisite for the further development of the agglomeration . In the 1980s, there were not only future visions of the Miskolc agglomeration but also of the Miskolc-Sajó Valley agglomeration as well as of the Borsod heavy industrial agglomeration . The rapid development of Miskolc caused a significant extensive agglomerating process in the Sajó Valley, and close relationships were built among Miskolc and neighbouring settlements, including mining villages . As a result of this process, the occurrence of a polycentric settlement structure along the Ózd-Kazincbarcika-Miskolc-Leninváros heavy industrial axis was predicted. However, the significance of the heavy industrial companies was not an adequate condition for further development (e .g . heavy industrial companies employed approx . three-quarters of heavy industrial workers of Miskolc at the beginning of the 1980s; there were more than one hundred industrial sites in Miskolc in 1980, which made up for one third of all industrial sites in Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén County). The extensive industrial growth of Miskolc was coupled with a geographical expansion as well (Map 1), many settlements being attached to the city between 1950 and 1981 (e .g . Lyukó, Bükkszentlászló, Garadna, Lillafüred, Pereces, Ó-and Újmassa, etc .); The Development Path of the Miskolc Agglomeration (1970 -2015 thus, Miskolc had become one of the largest (area: 224 km 2 ) industrial cities of Hungary .
One of the most important tools for turning Miskolc into a socialist heavy industrial centre, which culminated at the middle of the 1980s, was the Lenin Steelworks, having more than 18,000 workers and more than 1 million tonnes of annual output . The population of the city reached its maximum at that time with more than 211,000 inhabitants. Miskolc's significant population growth, besides the natural increase, was due to the positive net migration rate and to the administratively enlarged urban area. The population of Miskolc was 181,398 in 1970 and 208,103 in 1980 (Table 3) .
In the 1970s, the restructuring of the Hungarian settlement network also became more marked; different settlement structures evolved, and their development accelerated . According to Koleszár I . (1980) , the gravity functions of Miskolc were wide-ranging, with one of the most significant gravity factors being undoubtedly the demand for labour . This is hardly disputable in the case of an industrial city like Miskolc, especially during the era of the 1960s and 1970s characterized by extensive industrialization and investments . The heaviest outmigration was characteristic of the villages in Abaúj-Torna and Zemplén, which had few arable lands, as well as of the settlements in the Borsod Plain, whose agricultural density used to be quite high previously .
Zs . Szántó (1979) showed that according to the investigation of the concentration of the productive forces by 45 factors, besides the Budapest agglomeration, the agglomerations of Pécs, Miskolc, and Lake Balaton as well as the agglomerating region of Komárom -moreover, potential agglomerations (e.g. Veszprém) and settlement groups (e.g. Nyíregyháza) -could be identified.
With regard to the above mentioned topic, it is important to mention that a significant dispute arose among Hungarian geographers on the developmental stages of settlement groups and agglomerations in the 1980s . In his 1985 paper, Professor József Tóth described this process in three stages: 'In our understanding, settlement groups, unified settlement groups, and agglomerations are elements of a developmental process caused by geographical concentration which is realized during urbanization . Further distinctions between different settlement structures can only be made on the basis of formal factors .'
Out of the 32 settlement formations in Hungary, György Kőszegfalvi (1979) classified 3 as agglomerations, 5 as agglomerating regions, 3 as urbanizing regions, 8 as small and 8 as large settlement groups surrounding cities, and 5 as twin or triad cities. The Hungarian Central Statistical Office (HCSO) officially identified settlement groups (for the first time, at the beginning of the 1980s) on the basis of Kőszegfalvi's work (Pálné Kovács-Rechnitzer 1982) . In 1985, the HCSO started to introduce settlement formations in Hungary and document their changes and development on the basis of approx . 40 selected data and indicators .
The complex examination of the settlements of the Miskolc agglomeration was realized by cluster analysis at the beginning of the 1980s . Aggregate indicators were created for settlements surrounding Miskolc on the basis of demographics, the concentration of industrial productive forces and factors describing urbanization and infrastructure. Éva Valér (2010) explored the peculiarities and geographical changes of the process of agglomerating in Hungary between 1970 and 1990 through factor analysis of 30 socio-economic indicators. She showed that in the case of an agglomeration or an agglomerating region at least 5 out of the 30 indicators should be above the national average in at least 5 neighbouring settlements . In her opinion, the intensive migration towards cities and the preference for developing cities in the 1970s did not support agglomerating; thus, by 1980, the area and the functional spectrum of agglomerations had decreased in a number of regions . On the other hand, the 1980s were characterized by strengthening agglomerating tendencies . There was not only an increase in the number of settlements representing spatial concentration but also a spatial concentration within each settlement: moreover, the proportion of settlements representing high levels of spatial concentration also grew within each region . According to her, this process affected the Miskolc agglomeration as well since the number of settlements in this area was 33 in 1970 and 1980, while in 1990 there were already 55 settlements .
Signs of crisis, which destabilized the position and development of the socialist Hungarian economy, first appeared in the region of Miskolc at the beginning of the 1980s . These caused fundamental changes in the position and conditions for the development (or rather stagnation) of Miskolc and its agglomeration . The development path of planned co-centres (Kazincbarcika, Tiszaújváros) of the agglomeration deviated from Miskolc and the settlements around it . The number of settlements in the Miskolc agglomeration was first reduced to 17 and later to 13 ( Table 3) . During the examination of expected labour conditions in the region of Miskolc, István Süli-Zakar showed that the economy of the Miskolc agglomeration was not without its problems (e .g . the 80-90% share of the heavy industry, the one-sided sectoral structure of industrial workers, the negative net migration rate partly due to the previous fact, etc.). The economic difficulties of the basic sectors of the industry were already reflected in the demographics of the Miskolc agglomeration. Süli-Zakar identified an agglomeration of 14-15 settlements in the inner zone of the agglomerating region around Miskolc as the strongest economic centre . He anticipated that it would be especially hard to achieve a balance between the economy and the settlement network due to the sluggish economic restructuring and to population decline . He envisioned that the so-called 'unemployment inside the factory gate' would not be sustainable over the long term . According to Süli-Zakar, the development of services in the region were hampered by the lack of capital (while other sectors would not be able to employ the workforce that was not needed in the industry any more), which might result in the rapid population decline of the Borsod industrial region and the Miskolc agglomeration as well as in the slowdown of the agglomerating process (Süli-Zakar 1989) .
IV. Suburbanization in the Miskolc Agglomeration (1990-2015)
Suburbanization was detectable in all Hungarian urban regions from the beginning of the 1990s, and the changes occurring due to this process (e .g . population decline in the core cities, population increase in the suburban zone, boom in the housing market, appearance of gated communities, etc .) were fundamentally different from the former characteristics of agglomerating (e .g . Barta-Beluszky 1999 , Dövényi-Kovács 1999 , Tímár-Váradi 2000 . Out of the Hungarian urban regions, in my previous studies (Kristóf 2013 (Kristóf , 2014 (Kristóf , 2015 , I examined and explored in detail the suburbanization and its consequences as well as its special determining factors in the Miskolc agglomeration . Based on statistics, in this paper, I outline the most important socio-economic characteristics of the past 25 years of suburbanization in the Miskolc agglomeration . In this framework, I have examined the changes in the demographics and some social factors of the agglomeration as well as migration trends determining suburbanization . Examination of the Miskolc suburbia from this point of view is important because both statistics and empirical studies show that the new socio-economic processes have reached the Miskolc agglomeration too and are characterized by special features (Table 4) .
IV.1. Changes in Population
The Miskolc agglomeration is the largest population concentration in BorsodAbaúj-Zemplén County. It accounts for 13.8% of the area and 36.7% of the population of the county, which means that 251,901 people lived in the core city of the agglomeration and in the 35 settlements belonging to it as of 1 January 2015 . The city and its agglomeration have been characterized so far by different demographical tendencies . The population of Miskolc has been continuously declining for three and a half decades, while the population of the suburbs grew dynamically until 2005; however, since then, a differential decline has been observable ( Table 4) . The general demographic state of the settlements is well represented by the fact that in the past ten years there has been an increase in the population of only three suburban settlements (Kistokaj, Kisgyőr, and Bükkaranyos) . The reasons for the increase are unique and special in all three cases: Kistokaj profits from the proximity of the southern industrial park of Miskolc, while Kisgyőr and Bükkaranyos have become increasingly popular suburbs due to their favourable potentials of nature and landscape . The population of Miskolc decreased by approx. 37 thousand people between 1990 and 2015, which was to a lesser extent due to the aging of the population and to a greater extent to out-migration . The population decline of Miskolc accelerated especially in the 1990s, when the decrease was virtually 12 thousand . The massive out-migration of the 1990s was the cumulative result of a number of urban development processes . Meanwhile, the population of the agglomeration zone around Miskolc only grew by five thousand people between 1990 and 2005. There were only few settlements in the Miskolc agglomeration where significant population growth occurred ( Table 4) . Suburbs accounted for 90% of the population increase; however, the increase was different in the settlements of the agglomeration according to geographical position and environmental conditions as well as to the socio-economic status of settlements .
IV.2. Migratory Trends
In the course of analysing suburban migratory trends, it is worth mentioning that there is a strong tendency for Hungarian people to own their houses or at least flats, which is a 'natural' drive for migration. On the other hand, there exists another tendency, which decreases migration, namely that owning a house means more ties and less mobility .
In the case of the Miskolc agglomeration, the sole financial source of building or buying homes in the suburbs has been provided by the selling of apartments in blocks of flats, i.e. the Western-European type of residential suburbanization has not been typical . Regarding migratory processes, the most important two decades of suburbanization were between 1990 and 2011, when three-quarters of the outmigration took place . Between 1990 and 2005, out-migration from Miskolc grew faster than in any other periods in the past; however, only one-third of this migratory process headed towards the Miskolc agglomeration ( Table 5 ) . The change in the tendencies of the decade between 1980 and 1990 is shown by the fact that besides the negative net migration rate natural population decline also became characteristic -as a result, the population decline of Miskolc accelerated . One of the results of migratory processes, one of the most important cornerstones of suburbanization is that during the examined two decades all suburbs except for Alsó-and Felsőzsolca had positive net migration rates. The role of six settlements (Arnót, Mályi, Kistokaj, Nyékládháza, Onga, and Bükkaranyos) was outstanding since they accounted for 90% of the migratory gain of the agglomeration . From 2005, the positive net migration rate decreased drastically, which was due to the fact that the suburbanization process ground to a halt . Temporary out-migration from Miskolc declined, while temporary in-migration significantly increased.
Deindustrialization and long-lasting depression of the industry coupled with the loss of hundreds of jobs contributed to the former population decline of Miskolc as well as to the social restructuring of the surrounding areas . Lowerstatus layers of society were gradually forced to relocate in less favourable parts of the city or to low-status surrounding settlements . Due to the cumulative results of the above factors, the population of Miskolc decreased by almost 30 thousand people during the two decades between 1990 and 2011 . The net migration rate of the city was negative both with respect to the agglomeration and to the suburbia. Between 1995 and 2005, approx. 36 thousand people moved out of Miskolc permanently, while approx . 25 thousand moved into the city . 80% of those who moved out of Miskolc remained in Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén County (KSH 2006) . However, due to the prolonged socio-economic crisis, out-migration from Miskolc has been continuous ever since .
However, migration towards the Miskolc agglomeration and the suburbia was less dynamic than what could have been expected from demographics . This is partly due to the fact that part of this suburban-type migration remained within the city, i .e . people moving did not cross the administrative borders of Miskolc . There were approx . 5-6 thousand cases of pure residential suburbanization between 1990 and 2001, i .e . when someone moved from the city centre to the The Development Path of the Miskolc Agglomeration (1970 -2015 suburbia . Overall, according to the analysis of migration trends between 1990 and 2011, it can be stated that approx . 6-8 thousand people moved to the suburbia, which cannot be regarded as a massive process (Table 5 ) .
IV.3. Changes in the Demographic and Social Composition
The past decades of ongoing suburbanization in the Miskolc agglomeration has also changed the social, economic, and land-use characteristics of the surrounding, once rural settlements . Since 1990, two major socio-spatial processes have been observed in the Miskolc agglomeration . On the one hand, the occurrence and general strengthening of the wealthier middle class and, on the other hand, the increasing settlement-level differentiation of the lower status layers of society . One of the results of this process is that by now a contiguous eastern slum zone with marked presence of the ethnic minority (the Romani) has appeared in the Miskolc agglomeration . These trends are well represented in statistics (e .g . housing construction, comfort of dwellings, employment rate, unemployment rate, etc .), of which this study analyses three indicators (age structure, percentage of the population with tertiary education, and tax base of personal income tax) that show the strongest correlation with the above mentioned processes .
IV.3.1. Changes in the Age Structure
Research results regarding the Budapest agglomeration (e.g. Dövényi-Kovács, 1999 Barta-Beluszky 1999 have shown that in the middle of the 1990s young couples in their thirties and forties with small children were overrepresented among people moving to suburbs, and this was also true of people with a degree . This was also characteristic of the Miskolc agglomeration; however, the once young generation who had moved to suburbs has now become middle-aged and some of them are already pensioners . This makes the leaders of suburban settlements face new challenges, who have to adapt to the altered needs of local residents . The aging of the population is a general tendency in Hungary, although this process affects Miskolc and its agglomeration differently ( Table 6 ) . Table 6 . Age structure of Miskolc and the agglomeration (1990, 2011) 25-X age-group (2011) In 15 settlements of the Miskolc agglomeration, the percentage of the population with tertiary education is between 5 and 10% . The percentage of the population with tertiary education is especially small in settlements characterized by peripheral location, poor accessibility, aging population structure, high unemployment rate, and high percentage of the Romani .
IV.3.3. Differences in the per Capita Tax Base of Personal Income Tax
The annual value of the per capita tax base of personal income tax reflects the socio-economic level of the development of settlements as well as the geographical disparities among the settlements of the Miskolc agglomeration . In addition, this figure also shows the heterogeneity of the social groups that are involved in residential suburbanization . Due to residential suburbanization, the value of the per capita tax base of personal income tax in the settlements of the Miskolc suburbia is above the county average (Map 3) .
Source: edited by the author based on HCSO data
Map 3. Per capita tax base of personal income tax (2011)
The most popular suburban settlements have the highest values, while the lowest figures are characteristic of the eastern suburban settlements where lower educated and lower income groups are concentrated . The value of tax base of personal income tax per tax payers and per capita was the highest in Kistokaj (1,012,000 forints) and the lowest in Köröm (190, 000 forints) . The values of only six settlements were higher than that of Miskolc (779,000 forints per capita), and only five more settlements reached 90% of the value of the core city. Those settlements (9 pieces) where the value of the tax base of personal income tax was between 75 and 90% of the value of Miskolc were grouped into a third category, while in the remaining 21 settlements the value of tax base of personal income tax was below 75% of that of Miskolc (Map 3) .
So far the characteristics of suburban processes taking place in the Miskolc agglomeration have been analysed through statistics . On the basis of this analysis, it can be concluded that settlements showing suburban characteristics within the Miskolc agglomeration are not homogenous: different zones of the agglomeration are characterized by different structures . The maps shown above represent well that the status of the people who moved to the southern and western sectors of the Miskolc suburbia has been higher than that of the local residents . On the other hand, lower-status people have moved to the eastern and north-eastern parts of the Miskolc suburbia . By now, the villages and towns (e .g . Onga, Alsó-and Felsőzsolca, etc.) of the eastern parts of the suburbia around Miskolc, where low status in-migrants settled down, are struggling with serious socio-economic problems (e .g . increasing out-migration, disappointment of the suburban generation, etc .) the roots of which should be explored by questionnaire surveys .
V. Summary
The historical development of the socio-economic, infrastructural, and environmental effects of the agglomerating process in the region of Miskolc has remained an unexplored area even today . No thorough investigation of the specific factors of the agglomerating process around Miskolc as well as the exact identification of the horizontal extension of these factors have been carried out. The economic crisis, the general economic difficulties of Hungary, and the signs of crisis present in the Miskolc agglomeration too have changed the attitudes of settlements towards agglomerating and suburbanizing processes . As a result, former policies supporting extensive development are being replaced by more intensive settlement development ideas that aim for a more efficient stabilization of the population and exploitation of the local resources . These changes also affect the suburbanizing processes in the Miskolc agglomeration, i .e . the intensity of suburbanization is decreasing . The suburbs of Miskolc have become more and more fragmented and polarized in terms of the society and economy . The geographical separation of high-and low-status suburbs proves the everincreasing segregation within the metropolitan area .
